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Polygence
Elite online academy for secondary school and college students 

seeking unique research projects guided by academics from
top universities worldwide (Harvard, Oxford, Princeton,

Cambridge, Stanford, MIT, etc.)
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About Polygence

• Students: secondary school and college students 
seeking to learn about cutting-edge research and 
do independent projects solving real problems

• Mentors: researchers and practitioners from the 
world’s leading universities such as Harvard, Yale, 
Princeton, Cambridge, Stanford, MIT and others

• Program consists of 10 one-on-one online ses-
sions with a dedicated mentor

• Offline readings and substantive assignments
• Mentor guides the student through each phase     

(Foundation, Exploration, Execution, Presentation)

About the Founders

• Gain intellectual maturity
• Articulate and solve challenging problems
• University admissions: build a uniquely crafted 

intellectual portfolio

• Unique academic projects, tailored to the inter-
ests, background, and aspirations of each student 

• Cultivating creativity, problem-solving skills and 
design thinking, via hands-on research projects 

What? 

Who? 
Why? 

How? 
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About the Founders

 

 

 

Jin Yun Chow Janos Perczel
Ph.D. candidate
Stanford University
Comparative Literature

B.A. (2017)
Princeton University
Valedictorian
Comparative Literature

Expertise:
Reading; Creative Writing; Liter-
ary Analysis; French Literature; 
Chinese Literature; Comparative 
Literature; Cultural Studies

Ph.D. (2018)
MIT
Physics

M.A. (2012)
Cambridge University
Applied Mathematics

B.Sc. (2011)
University of St. Andrews
Physics and Philosophy

Expertise:
Quantum Computing
Invisibility

Polygence was founded by Jin Yun Chow and Janos Perczel, 
who are both experienced educators and are extremely passionate 

to share their love of learning with you!
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Mentor Spotlight

J.D. candidate

Education:
Yale University, J.D.
Princeton University, B.A.

Subjects:
Humanities
Social Sciences

Expertise:
Creative Writing; Jour-
nalism; 19th Century to 
Modern French Literature, 
American Law

Anna
Balazs

BoryanaPh.D. candidate

Education:
BME & Stanford, Ph.D.
Cambridge University, M.A.
Cambridge University B.A.

Subjects:
Computer Science
Mathematics

Expertise:
Probability & Statistics; Data 
Science; Cognitive Science

Ph.D. candidate

Education:
Harvard University, Ph.D.
Cambridge University, M.A.
Princeton University, B.Sc.

Subjects:
Computer Science
Mathematics
Physics

Expertise:
Astrophysics; Cosmology; 
Black Hole Theory

Mentors are selected based on their exceptional academic credentials, 
teaching experience, and unique ability to inspire the next 

generation of innovative thinkers and industry leaders.
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Mentors hold degrees from Harvard, Princeton, Yale, MIT, Stanford, 
Berkeley, Cambridge and other top academic institutions.

Dora Brandon Michelle
Ph.D. candidate

Education:
Stanford University, Ph.D.
Princeton University, B.A.

Subjects:
Computer Science
Humanities

Expertise:
AI; Computational Language 
Analysis; Social Aspects of 
Language

Ph.D. candidate

Education:
Stanford University, Ph.D.
University of Chicago, B.A.

Subjects:
Humanities
Social Sciences

Expertise:
Linguistics; Statistics; Re-
search Methodology

Master of Science

Education:
Stanford University, M.S.
Stanford University, B.S.

Subjects:
Biology
Chemistry

Expertise:
Neurobiology; Neurosci-
ence; Organic Chemistry; 
Community Health

Subjects include physics, biology, chemistry, mathematics, computer 
science, literature, history, economics, and many more.
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In recent years, there has been an emerging trend in university admis-
sions to seek students who are able to conduct solo endeavors such 

as independent research projects. 

These endeavors enable admissions officers to distinguish applicants 
who are particularly self-motivated, driven, and creative. In light of the 
recent college admissions scandals, holistic performance and demon-
stration of independent project-based research are increasingly be-

coming major assessment metrics for admission.

“High school students who have an 
impressive personal project they 
are working on independently often 
impress colleges, because their com-
mitment to a successful solo endeavor 
conveys initiative, self-discipline and 
originality.”

- US News & World Report

“Dozens of high-achieving students whose applications 
I’ve read or whom I have advised over the years [...] were 
academically stellar and had adequate standardized test 
scores, but their applications lacked tangible indicators 
of their passions: a project, experiment, portfolio, or an 
endeavor on which they spent substantial time learning, 
tinkering, or creating.”

- Nelson Urena, Admissions Officer, Cornell University

University Admissions 
with Polygence
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Intro Session (30-60 min) with your mentor to dis-
cuss project, learning goals and creative end product.

Apply online at www.polygence.org 

Initial Interview (30 min) with program coordinators to 
learn about you and match you to a mentor.

9 one-to-one (60 min) sessions with your 
mentor over a period of 1-3 months:

Foundations (2 sessions): 
• Cover necessary background via guided readings 

and in-depth reviews
Exploration (3 sessions):

• Explore problem and innovative solutions
• Complete introductory hands-on tasks

Execution (3 sessions):
• Implement cutting-edge research methods
• Complete independent work and creative product

Presentation (1 session):
• Present results, lessons learned, future horizon 

3 Progress Reports sent to student (after sessions 
4, 7, 10) and Polygence Certificate of Completion

Letter of Recommendation may be awarded to students 
exhibiting stellar performance at the mentor’s discretion

Polygence Program
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Join Polygence and engage in projects like these:

Contact us for a free 
consultation!

中

WeChat

WhatsApp

www.polygence.org

info@polygence.org

+1 (609) 937-2132

jychow2018

Project-based Learning

Create and record a podcast about the Varvakeion 
Athena, an ancient Greek artifact

Explore cosmology and the history of the universe by 
creating computer simulations

Write and publish an anthology of personal poems

Develop AI algorithms to analyze how politeness is
expressed differently across languages

Translate a short story from Chinese to English and 
publish it online

Write a research paper about the technology behind 
quantum computers


